
SUNDAY MASS
7:45 am Mass

with Homily
9:00 am Family Mass

9:45 am
Sunday School/Child Care
10:15 am High Mass

with Sermon
5:00 pm Mass

with Homily

Weekday Mass
MONDAY 5:30 pm

Low Mass for Nuclear Disarmament

WEDNESDAY 12:10 pm
Low Mass and Unction

SATURDAY 8:30 am
Low Mass

Office Hours
Monday - Friday   8:30 am - 4:00 pm

The Messenger
St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church
602 N. Wilmot Road
Tucson AZ 85711
520-886-7292

email:  church@stmichael.net
http://smallangelstucson.org

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 832

Tucson AZ

Clergy

The Rev. John R. Smith
Priest & Rector

The Rev. Canon Ed Harnsberger
The Rev. Joel T. Ireland

The Rev. Dr. Carey Womble
Assisting Clergy

Staff

Jane HamanOrganist/Choir Director

Nancy Vernon Parish Secretary

Pat Strawn Bookkeeper

Karen Blocher Webmaster

Toni Sue Brooks Sunday School

Barry Bedrick Headmaster

Lila Duffy  School Development Dir

Vestry

The Rev. John R. Smith
Rector

Debbie D’Amore   Stephen Coulter
   Senior Warden        Junior Warden

  Jim Steinman    Carolyn Schlager
      Treasurer                  Clerk

Janet Berry

Carol Brandon

Howard Creswell

Al DeAugustine

Reed Karaim

Michael Leeming

Karl MacOmber

Lisa Sharp

Julia Taylor

    Almost everything we know about him comes from
his own writings, available in English in the Ancient
Christian Writers series.  He has left us an
autobiography (called The Confessio), a Letter to
Coroticus in which he denounces the slave trade and

rebukes the British chieftain Coroticus for taking part in

it, and the Lorica (or "Breastplate" a poem of disputed
authorship traditionally attributed to Patrick), a work that
has been called "part prayer, part anthem, and part
incantation."  The Lorica is a truly magnificent hymn
which is  found today in many hymnals.

É
PRAYER 
Almighty God, who in your providence chose your
servant Patrick to be the apostle of the Irish people, to
bring those who were wandering in darkness and error
to the true light and knowledge of you:  Grant us so to
walk in that light, that we may come at last to the light of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and ever.   Amen.

             from The Episcopal Lectionary website

É
Check out St. Michael’s on the internet.

Lots of information - numerous links - site

is frequently updated!  Kudos to Karen

Blocher, our parish webmaster.

           http://smallangelstucson.org

SAINT PATRICK OF IRELAND
Patrick was born about 390,

in southwest Britain, somewhere
between the Severn and the
Clyde rivers, son of a deacon
and grandson of a priest.  When
about sixteen years old, he was
kidnaped by Irish pirates and
sold into slavery in Ireland.  Until
this time, he had, by his own

account, cared nothing for God, but now he turned to
God for help.  After six years, he either escaped or was
freed, made his way to a port 200 miles away, and
there persuaded some sailors to take him onto their
ship.  He returned to his family much changed and
began to prepare for the priesthood and to study the
Bible.

Around 435, Patrick was commissioned, perhaps
by bishops in Gaul and perhaps by the Pope, to go to
Ireland as a bishop and missionary.  Four years earlier
another bishop, Palladius, had gone to Ireland to
preach, but he was no longer there (some sources
disagree on whether he had died or had become
discouraged and left Ireland to preach in Scotland).
Patrick made his headquarters at Armagh in the North,
where he built a school, and had the protection of the
local monarch.  From this base he made extensive
missionary journeys, with considerable success.  To
say that he single-handedly turned Ireland from a
pagan to a Christian country is an exaggeration, but is
not far from the truth. 
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Each Wednesday during Lent, St.
Michael’s offers the opportunity to
walk the Way of the Cross with
Jesus after the 12:10 pm Unction
Mass.  This devotion is open to
everyone and can be a life-
changing experience.

        É

Did you know ?
Pews are long, single, and usually
permanent seats in the nave of a
church building.  In the earliest times,
there were no chairs except for the
clergy and the congregation “congregated” in the nave.
Later, individual seating was added particularly for older
members.  Pews came into existence as a way for local
churches to support themselves financially by renting or
selling pews to families.  After the American Revolution
and the disestablishment of the state-owned Anglican
church, pew rental was the sole means of income for
many colonial churches.  In some parishes today, the
family pew still exists.  Today, of course, the family does
not actually own the pew.

É
A PENNY CAN GO A LONG WAY . . .

   When Bob Stanin
asked Lucy Rasmus,
“How many pennies in a
mile?” Lucy couldn’t tell
him.  Bob went home,
lined up pennies next to
his ruler, and counted
16.  He then multiplied
16 times 5,280 and got
the answer: 84,480.
      The Mile of Pennies
is a national fund
administered by the
Church Periodical Club
to provide books for

children in churches around the world.  
     St. Michael’s Mile of Pennies donation can circulates
at coffee hour on Sundays and at ECW meetings.  Last
year, $154 was collected for the Mile of Pennies fund.

A MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR
Dear Friends:

Greetings to all as we enter another
Lenten season!  As in nature where there is a
springtime of special growth as the days
lengthen, so we have a season in the church
year when we try to grow spiritually as
baptized persons.

For me, Lent is a time to open to the Holy Spirit in
prayer and be more intentional about loving God with my
whole heart and my neighbor as I love myself.  I’ve never
been very good about “giving up” things for Lent,
especially particular food items like desserts, for instance.
Let’s say you are having dinner with friends or
acquaintances and time for dessert comes around.
Everyone has enjoyed the evening and being together.
When the hostess brings the dessert, you politely decline
“because you’re giving up desserts for Lent;” I’ve always
felt that this is missing the point of it all.  Fasting is
important; to reign in our self-indulgent ways, but no one
should know our secret, especially the host who has spent
the afternoon making his favorite Chocolate Decadence
cake.  Wink at the Lord in your mind and heart and have
a piece!

Prayer alone before God, worship with the community,
and serving others comes closer to the Lenten ideal for
me.  Our church office puts out a flyer listing all the
opportunities we have to pray and serve and give of our
time and money.  

Many have enjoyed Fr. Ireland’s Monday night Mass
and Lenten Bible study for years.  Check it out.  Have you
ever wished you could study the Lectionary Readings
before you hear them on Sunday?  You can now.  On
Wednesday evenings, Peter Schmidt will lead Evening
Prayer followed by a study of the up-coming readings for
Sunday.  He says “Now we’ll really be able to critique the
sermons!”  This will happen Wednesday evenings from
6:00 pm to 7:30 pm.  Imagine understanding the lessons
on Sunday before listening to them for the first time!

There are so many ways to serve and give yourself.
Casa Maria and Poz Café come to mind.  Or volunteer to
be a lunch or playground helper for our school!  Visit the
sick.  Watch the bulletin for these and other calls for
service. 

I’ll close for now, looking forward to worshiping with
you during this great season to grow into our baptism and
Christ!

Love,
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YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

ST. MICHAEL’S

 Saint Patrick’s Day
Buffet

Tradi tiona l Pat ty’s Fare
PEASE PUDDING (SPLIT PEA SOUP)

CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE, IRISH POTATOES

“LUCK OF THE IRISH”  DESSERT

           GREEN BEER

     SPICED APPLE CIDER

+  sing-a-long  Dirty
       Duc k Pub

Tuesday, March 17, 2 009
6:30 pm
Parish Cent er
$10 per person  (offering for child’s meal)

Enjoy an evening good food, sing-a-long & fun

Sign-up at the church

April issue copy deadline
Wednesday, March 18, 2009

please submit to: church@stimichael.net
or the church office

Perfect  for  Easter gi ving  - THE BOOK OF

PIPES is a memorial and historical listing
of loved ones, living and deceased, who
have made a difference in our lives, our
community  and the world.  Your name, a
name of a loved one living or deceased

can be inscribed in The Book of Pipes.  Please contact
the parish office, 886-7292, for more information.
Brochures are always available in the back of the
church or in the parish office at any time.  Also to be
published is The Stories Behind the Book of Pipes,
telling the stories of all the people inscribed.

BRIEFLY NOTED Not always right, but never in doubt
by Les Stephens
As we grow older, some body parts begin to
show wear and tear and even fail.  As long as the

great mercy of the Lord is ever present and we have the
prayers of our peers, we can always bounce back.  The
recoveries of Fr. Womble and Mary Carter are evidence of
faith.  We are also grateful that all of our church-related
auto accident victims are up and about and back among
us.  Returning to Mass have been Robin Donaldson, Bruce
Wickham, and Pat and Madeleine Nash even though we
might never see the cars again.

Now we must direct our attention to Ric Noble, Peggy
Speese, and Buck Thompson.  Buck has been diagnosed
with “low sodium” and will be at Handmaker until they build
him up.  If you are on a salt-free diet, check with your
doctor.

School grads Scott Brandon (son of Carol and Byron),
Michael Madsen, Steve Erly, and William (grandson of
Wyndham Pyre) have been awarded the rank of Eagle
Scout in Boy Scouts of America.  Congratulations!

Candy Stephens and Fr. Ed Harnsberger teamed up to
compete in the Guys and Dolls golf tournament which
benefitted the Food Bank.  They didn’t win, but they were
competitive.

Margaret Savage has returned to England to do some
more historical research.

Keith and Liz Hege are planning a National Geographic
cruise on the Sea of Cortez—whale watching!

Howard Creswell and Tom O’Shell might be seen on
ABC, KGUN TV Chanel 9, on March 22 in Extreme
Makeover—a documentary on a twenty-four hour make
over of a Tucson home in which they participated.

RIP~ William H. Smith was called to the service of the
Lord.

É
Almighty  and everliv ing God,  in your
tender love for the human race you sent
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take
upon him our nature, and to suffer death
upon the cross, giving us the example of
his great humility:  Mercifully grant that we
may walk in the way of his suffering, and

also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.   Amen.
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